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Calcutta. I hope that the whole country will welcome this in-
novation. The women of India should have as much share in
winning swaraj as men. Probably in this peaceful struggle woman
can outdistance man by many a mile. We know that she is
any day superior to man in her religious devotion. Silent and digni-
fied suffering is the badge of her sex. And now that the Govern-
ment of Bengal have dragged the woman into the line of fire, I
hope that the women all over India will take up the challenge and
organize themselves. In any case, they were bound, when a suffi-
cient number of men had been removed, for the honour of their
sex to step into their places. But now let it be side by side with
men in sharing the hardships of jail life. God will protect their
honour. When, as if to mock man, her natural protectors became
helpless to prevent Draupadi1 from being denuded of her last
piece of cloth, the power of her own virtue preserved her honour.
And so will it be to the end of time. Even the weakest physically
have been given the ability to protect their own honour. Let it be
man's privilege to protect woman, but let no woman of India feel
helpless in the absence of man or in the event of his failing to
perform the sacred duty of protecting her. One who knows how
to die need never fear any harm to her or his honour.
I would suggest to the women of India quietly but without
loss of time to collect names of those who are ready to enter the
line of fire* Let them send their offer to the women of Bengal and
let the latter feel that their sisters elsewhere are ready to follow
their noble example. It is likely that there will not be many forth-
coming to brave the risks of a jail life and all it must mean to
women. The nation will have no cause to be ashamed if only a few
offer themselves for sacrifice in the first instance.
Men's duty is clear. We must not lose our heads. Excitement
will not protect our women or our country. We have asked Gov-
ernment neither to spare women nor children. It certainly did
not in the Punjab during those martial law days, I consider it deck
dedly more civilized that the officials in Calcutta should under a
legal pretence arrest our sisters in Calcutta for what they consider
is a crime than that a Bosworth Smith in the Punjab should spit
upon, swear at and otherwise humiliate the women of Manianwala.2
We did not offer our women to be insulted thus wise. But we do
offer our women for imprisonment if they will arrest them in the
prosecution of public service. We must not expect the Government
1 Heroine of tht Mahabharata; admired for her dauntless spirit
2 Vide Vol. XVII, pp.U4-292,